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The Estate Sale Process ~ What to Expect ~ Preparation 

 

You are not expected to unbox items or move things around for us.  We have specific ways of 

properly staging a house, trying to anticipate what we need is a waste of your time.  Let us 

handle it! 

If needed, we can block off one room in the house, usually a bedroom, and put a "Do not 

enter" sign on the door for the days of the sale.  This gives you a place to move items that are 

not for sale but cannot be removed from the home yet.  Feel free to do this part on your own, 

we only deal with items that will be sold. 

Any large items (furniture) that cannot be removed from the home and cannot be moved into 

the private room will be marked "Not for sale". 

We will need keys or the garage code to the home to begin our staging and organizing process. 

We work between 9:00 am to 8:00pm daily, weekends included if necessary. 

Everything will be cleared out of cupboards, closets, drawers, etc. and organized, priced and 

displayed. 

Tables, display cases, and shelves will be provided by us, we will also utilize existing furniture 

to help display items for sale, unless told not to. 

Furniture may be rearranged to better showcase each piece as well as to help create a 

pleasant shopping experience for buyers. 

Any personal papers, photos etc. that we come across, will be boxed and stored for you to pick 

up before the sale. 

 As we organize and sort through the home, we will be photographing and marketing your sale 

through several ad campaigns. At this point all items priced and photographed for the sale 
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should not be removed from the home. Family members and friends wishing to purchase 

items must wait until the doors open on the first day of the sale (some exceptions apply). 

We pay special attention to how we advertise your sale. We not only utilize all estate sale 

platforms where estate sale shoppers frequent, but we also advertise on other venues to bring 

attention to a much wider variety of shoppers.  Mass advertising begins the day we start 

staging, we add pictures daily.  By the time the estate sale begins, we will have already 

reached thousands of shoppers.  We have a line at the front door waiting on the first day of 

the sale. 

The sale itself is typically two to three days depending on the size of the house and the 

number of items. Thursday/Friday/Saturday are common estate sale days. This will be open to 

the public and managed by us, the owners.  A cashier table is set by the front door making it 

easier to maintain control and flow.  Your more valuable items will be near the cashier.  We 

have appropriate staffing during the sale to manage the expected number of shoppers.  There 

will be only one way in and out of the house during the sale, to maintain proper security. 

We will be at your sale from start to finish, managing every detail to ensure your home and 

property are in good hands, any additional staff will be family members or trusted friends, 

never strangers or “here today- gone tomorrow” employees. 

We accept credit cards at our sales to attract more shoppers plus allow them to make larger 

purchases.   

For a three-day sale we will not bargain on the first day!  We will stay strict the second day but 

will consider reasonable offers discreetly.  The third and final day will be a 50% off day with 

the intention of selling off the remaining items. 

After the sale you can expect anywhere from 5% – 25% of your items to remain.  At this point, 

we will give you the opportunity to look through what is left and decide if there is anything 

you may want to keep.  We will discuss what happens to the remaining items if that was not 

already agreed upon during the consultation. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Tips for Downsizing and Preparing for an Estate Sale 
 

 
You have years and years of things to sort through. Start in an area with little emotional attachment. 
The laundry room or linen closet are good options. This will help you to gain momentum for the rest of 
the house. Likewise, save the most emotional items for last. You will be a pro by the time you reach 
those. 
 
Eliminate rooms you won’t have in your new home. If you’re moving to an apartment or town home, 
you might not have a garage or office space. Nearly everything in those spaces will need to go. 
 
Get rid of duplicates! You do not need two large stockpots. This rule applies to almost everything in 
your home. Your over-sized roasting pan you use once a year for the turkey…..give to your child and 
have them bring it over when you need it. 
 
Clothing ~ one easy rule to follow; If you have not worn it in the past 365 days, you are already done 
with it.  
 
Make Yes and No piles – no "maybe" piles. IMAGINE THIS; in your new home you are surrounded by 
nothing but things that bring you joy. (From Tidying up with Marie Kondo) who recommends holding 
your item and asking yourself "does this spark joy in me"? If so, keep it. 
 
Reduce collections creatively ~ It can be hard to let go of a lifetime of collections, but they will eat up 
a lot of space or end up stored in a box where you’ll never see them. Instead, pick a couple of your 
favorites from each collection and take high-resolution photos of the rest, then have them made into a 
photo book that can sit on your coffee table or mantle. You will be able to enjoy them without the 
clutter. 
 
Boxes of old photos ~ Go through them and take out the duplicates. You don't need 3 very slightly 
different photos of your daughter in her 3rd grade Halloween costume. Choose the best of the 3 and 
discard the other 2 (or give to your daughter)! The photos you want to keep can be digitized and 
turned into a canvas collage for the wall in your new home (as one example). Here in Denver Mikes 
Camera Has a wide range of services. Or you can mail your photos, VHS tapes and even film reels, 
to Foto Bridge to have them made into a DVD you can watch and enjoy. 
 
Gather all unwanted chemicals for proper disposal: Old paint, solvents, Old expired cleaning 
solutions, garden chemicals, etc. Anything classified as hazardous. There are places you can take 
these and drop off with no cost to you. Visit Earth911.com for information in your area.  
 
The estate sale ~ The most successful estate sales are the ones with a lot of items and variety. That 
is what draws people to a sale. Keep this in mind when planning. Virtually everything in a home can 
be sold at an estate sale from antiques, art, appliances, automobiles, books, linens, trinkets, china, 
collectibles, designer and vintage clothing, electronics, furniture, jewelry, kitchenware, rugs, tools and 
even everyday household goods, cosmetics, toiletries and cleaning products, the list goes on and on, 
and never assume something has no value without asking us first, you would be surprised!.. 
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